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Stat

t  c leadership on the part of astudents ith disabilities

priately prepared and professionally



supported before and during their careers as school leaders

(DeMatthews & Mawhinney, 2014). When examining the

coursework offered within a EDAD program, DeMatthews, Kotok

and Serafini et al. (2020) found that there was a limited focus on

special education training that related to inclusive programming for

students with disabilities as well as legal guidance regarding basic

implementation of individualized education programs. 
     The findings reported here result from a study of the

implementation of a newly revised EDAD program at a California

State University. Interviews were conducted with a faculty group

who were currently teaching in the program as well as program

graduates currently servicing as school principals or educational

administrators. The purpose of this study was to determine a new

objective for program reform, which focuses on school leadership

training in Special Education within the EDAD programs and

ensures greater success for school leaders as they work teogrl � �erre Slwr  逧  prettings for students with disabdi

provide a comprehensive framework

related to Special Education law.
Although the program did not

provide designated Special Education

coursework, students reported that

informal conversations and trusting

relationships with the program

faculty regarding students with

disabilities assisted in their personal

growth in understanding the skills

necessary to build inclusive settings

for students. 
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