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2024 – 2025 Junior Science and Humanities Symposium 

Core Rules of Competition 

 

Junior Science and Humanities Symposium (JSHS) is a Department of Defense sponsored STEM 

program (U.S. Office of the Secretary of Defense and the U.S. Departments of the Army, Navy, and Air 

Force) for high school students enrolled in grades 9-12 who engage in research investigations in the 

sciences, technology, engineering, or mathematics (STEM). Students are invited to compete in an 

affiliated JSHS regional symposium and may win the opportunity to advance to the National JSHS. 

 

Eligibility Rules: Regional and National Symposia 

1. Students may compete in only one regional symposium. The address of the student’s school 
determines the region with the exception of the Virtual Region.  

2. Citizenship. Students must be a citizen or legal permanent resident of the United States or 

U.S. territory to participate in JSHS. 

3. Continuation projects. Students may continue a research investigation; however, a study which 

merely adds data from a previous year’s project is not considered a strong 

continuation project. If a continuation project is submitted, the student must discuss how the 

project was expanded (e.g., methodology, new variables); discuss any revisions in 

experimentation and present new data.  

4. A student may present a report on work done as part of a class project, or as a science fair 

project, or summer research project.  

5. Team projects - A team leader should be selected to register and present the results of the 

group work. The research may not be presented by any other member of the team.  The judging 

criteria used to judge all JSHS presentations remains the same. The presentation should focus 

on the coordinated efforts of all team members and properly acknowledge the contributions of 

the team (students, mentors, and/or teachers).  

6. Team project awards. If an individual presenter from a group project is selected as a 

Regional finalist and is invited to present at the National JSHS, the same presenter must 

present at the National Symposium. Scholarships and other awards available at 

Regional and National Symposia are awarded to the presenter. 

7. Projects that are demonstrations, ‘library’ research or informational projects are not appropriate 
for JSHS. 

8. The date/time for the student’s presentation is determined by regional and national symposia 
leadership. A student must be present for the assigned time or risk disqualification. 

 

Students who wish to apply to JSHS must utilize the region’s registration link to apply and submit all 
required work for regional submission. At the time of registration, students should be prepared to: 

• Submit a written report (abstract or abstract and paper) of the completed research investigation 

through Ideal-Logic for review by a regional panel of judges. This is clarified in each region’s 
registration home page. 

• Submit the JSHS provided Statement of Outside Assistance form, which states your role in the 
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the proper conduct of research procedures and protocols in any research involving vertebrate 

animals or human subjects; deliver a concise oral presentation to the symposium. 

• Complete registration with all application materials through Ideal-Logic by the regional 
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Eight Categories of Regional and National Symposia 

At regional and National Symposia, student research presentations will be organized into eight 
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Abstract Preparation 

All JSHS student applicants must submit a 250-word maximum abstract in electronic format. The 

abstract should accurately convey the essential nature of the research conducted and the 

most significant conclusions reached. The abstract must include the hypothesis and any conclusions 

reached as a result of the research. A further purpose of the abstract is to attract the interest 

and curiosity of the non-specialist reader and thus encourage exchange, discussion, and elaboration 

between various authors and between authors and readers. 

 

The format for the 250-word abstract includes 1-inch margins, single spaced, typed in 12-point font 

(Times New Roman). Abstracts must be adequate in length but not exceed these specifications. The 

header preceding the abstract body must include: 

1. Title of the research; 

2. Author name; 

3. High school, high school city, high school state; 

4. Name of teacher/mentor/sponsor and his or her organization. Precede the individual's name 

with a subheading (i.e. teacher, mentor, sponsor); 

5. Include one line of space between the heading and the abstract body. 

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
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o introduction, 

o materials and methods, 

o results (data or findings), 

o discussion and conclusions, 

o references, or literature cited, and 

o appendices (if necessary but please keep in mind that the introduction is far more 

valuable in the judging process than appendices of raw data) 

Plagiarism 

All abstracts and research papers submitted to regional and national JSHS events must be the original 

work of the students. Research papers may include supporting materials that were created by another 

person if an accurate citation of the quoted material is included. Quotations from materials printed in 

newspapers, magazines or books are permissible if an accurate citation is included. If citations are not 

included, this is a form of plagiarism.  

 

No submission may include any trademarked material(s) without the written permission from the 

owner(s) of the trademarked material(s). In addition, no research paper may include material that was 

created by another person without permission to quote such materials by the creator or owner of such 

intellectual property, such as unpublished documents or documents that explicitly state obtain 

permission to use, and a copy of such permission must be made available to JSHS. 

 

JSHS expects that all work students submit will be their own. In instances of collaboration during the 

research process, we expect the Statement of Outside Assistance to list all contributors. JSHS 

specifically forbids the use of ChatGPT or any other generative artificial intelligence (AI) tools to write 

their research paper or abstract. 

 

Plagiarism will result in the submission being disqualified from the regional or national JSHS event. 

 

Statement of Outside Assistance 

All JSHS applicants prepare and submit a Statement of Outside Assistance form as a part of their 

registration. This form requires students to report on their contributions to the research investigation.  

Comments by the supervising teacher and/or supervising mentor are reported, to include 1) comments 

on the students’ individual contributions to the research investigation or engineering/computer science 
project; and 2) acknowledgment that the student conducted the research in accordance with proper 

procedures and protocols for the conduct of animal research or human research. Students may only 

use the JSHS-provided form dated 2024-2025. 

 

Research Involving Vertebrate Animals or Human Subjects 

Research involving vertebrate animals or human subjects must be conducted under the direct 

supervision of a qualified teacher or mentor with an approved active protocol which complies with local, 

state, or federal regulations for such research. The JSHS requires students to acknowledge in their 

written research report, and in the Statement of Outside Assistance, that proper procedures and 

protocols were followed.  Projects which were conducted without proper supervision will be disqualified 

from both Regional and National competition. 
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Requirements for the Oral Presentations 
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Posters for competition must include and/or meet the following standards: 

• Poster board dimensions are 36" high x 48" wide. The poster board includes two folds; fold 

dimensions are 12” x 24” x 12”. 
• Header boards are allowed, but not required, and must be no larger than 10” high x 36” wide. If 

used, the Header board should only contain a title. 

• The poster should be visible from a 4-foot distance.  

• The Title should be at least one inch (72 pts) in height. The student’s name and 
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Judging Process 

Judging Criteria 

Regional and National judges evaluate students’ presentations using the below criteria and detailed 

judging rubrics. The scores are tallied for each presenter and used as the basis for discussion among 

judging team members where each criterion is considered. The 2024-2025 Judging Rubrics are 

available on www.jshs.org. 

• Statement and identification of research problem 

• Scientific thought, creativity/innovation, appropriate duration 

•

http://www.jshs.org/

