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MISSION STATEMENT
The D ep ar t ment of D ance at CSULB is a r igorous prog ram t hat prov ides t raining in d ance w it h a st rong found at ion 
in mo der n and b a l let te chnique and chore og raphy.  Physic a l prac t ice inter faces w it h t he oret ic a l study, pl acing d ance 
in a histor ic a l, p e d agog ic a l, s cient ific, and cultura l context.  The var ie d deg re es offered in t he D ep ar t ment of D ance 
(BA, BFA, BA O pt ion in D ance S cience, MA and MFA) cha l lenge students to g row and cont r ibute to s o ciet y as ar t ists 
and indiv idu a ls.









The Minor in D ance a l lows students to maint ain t heir commit ment to t heir d ance t raining w hi le maj or ing in 
anot her field of study. Since Fa l l 2016, D ance Minors no longer ne e d to p ass t he D ep ar t ment audit ion in order to 
de cl are a Minor.  D ance Minors w ishing to t a ke cer t ain te chnique cours es w it h d ance maj ors must successf u l ly 
p ass t he Minor Te chnique S cre ening , w hich is ess ent i a l ly t he s ame as t he D ep ar t ment audit ion (no s olo is 
ne cess ar y). For more infor mat ion, v isit t he CSULB D ance Minor Page .

TR ANSFER STUDENT S
STUDENT S MAY TR ANSFER INTO THE DANCE MAJOR OR MINOR BY AUDITION ONLY.

1. Pr ior to attending t he mand ator y SOAR workshop, D ance Underg radu ate Adv is or Kirsten Sumpter 
w i l l re v ie w t ransfer cre dit rep or ts and t rans cr ipts for e ach ne w t ransfer student in order to deter mine w hich 
cours e work has t ransfer re d to CSULB and w hich d ance cours es may b e applie d to t he D ance deg re e. At SOAR , 
students w i l l re ceive t heir t ransfer cre dit rep or ts and a list of d ance cours es to reg ister for t hat s emester. Students 
are guide d t hroug h t he SOAR pro cess by t he Underg radu ate Adv is or or t he D ep ar t ment C hair.

2. The office of Enrol lment S er v ices e va lu ates G enera l E duc at ion t ransferabi lit y. A D ep ar t ment of D ance 
adv is or deter mines t ransferabi lit y of D ance cours es. The student may ne e d to prov ide t rans cr ipts and a c at a log 
des cr ipt ion to t he D ance Underg radu ate Adv is or in order to deter mine t he t ransferabi lit y of a cours e t a ken at 
anot her inst itut ion.
L ower Div ision cours es (100 and 200 le vel) are accepte d for D ance Maj or e quiva lencies w hen:
 • t he cours e was offered for t he s ame numb er of units
 • t he content of t he cl ass was t he s ame or e quiva lent
 • t he cours e was offered for D ance maj ors and minors (not a s er v ice cl ass op en to non-maj ors)
 • t he numb er of hours t he cl ass met is t he s ame as or clos e to CSULB’s e quiva lent cours e

Upp er div ision cours es (300 and 400 le vel) are accepte d f rom ot her four-ye ar inst itut ions if t he ab ove are 
f u lfilled. Courses at t he 100 or 200 le vel are not e quiva lent to 300 or 400 cours es.

A l l CSULB D ance students must complete a minimum of 30 units of cours e work at CSULB a long w it h 24 
upp er-div ision CSULB units in order to me et t he residenc y re quirement.





BA IN DANCE:  120 units
5 Units from the following:
DANC 120 Improv is at ion – 2



BA IN DANCE, OPTION IN DANCE SCIENCE:  120 units

 
 5 Units: Composition Requirement
  DANC 120 Improv is at ion—2 
  DANC 220 D ance C omp osit ion I—3 

 40 Units: �eory Requirement
  DANC 100 Or ient at ion to D ance—1  
  DANC 131 Int ro to Music for D ance—2  
  DANC 161 Pl acement for t he D ancer—2
  DANC 260 Func t iona l Anatomy for t he D ancer—3  
  DANC 261 Anatomy w it h C l ay L ab orator y—1 
  DANC 361 Pi l ates I—3



BFA IN DANCE:  132 units

 8 Units: Composition Requirement
  DANC 120 Improv is at ion—2 
  DANC 220 D ance C omp osit ion I—3 
  DANC 320 C omp osit ion II—3 

 29 Units: �eory Requirement
  DANC 100 Or ient at ion to D ance—1  
  DANC 131 Int ro to Music for D ance—2  
  DANC 161 Pl acement for t he D ancer—2 
  DANC 260 Func t iona l Anatomy for t he D ancer—3 
  DANC 261 Anatomy w it h C l ay L ab orator y—1 
  DANC 342 Glob a l Cu ltures and D ance Tradit ions—3  
  DANC 361 Pi l ates I—3
  DANC 442 D ance and S o ci a l Ident it y in t he U.S.—3  
  DANC 445 Movement Ana lysis—3 
  DANC 470A D ance Pe d agog y-3, 470B B a l let Pe d agog y, or DANC 475 D ance for C hi ldren – 3  
  DANC 488 Org . of D ance Pro duc t ion—3, DANC 491A D esig n for D ance L ig ht ing—3, or 
  DANC 491B D esig n for D ance C ost.—3    
  DANC 498 S enior S eminar in D ance—2

 7 Units: Performance/Crew Requirement (2 units in production, 5 units in performance) 
  DANC 181A,B; 381A,B; 481A,B D ance Pro duc t ion Te chnic a l—2 
  DANC 180A,B; 295; 321; 380A,B; 480A,B; 495 D ance Per for mance/R ep er tor y—5 

 26 Units: Technique Requirement (Students must enroll in screened technique level)
  



MINOR IN DANCE:  20 units

Students may b e admitte d to t he minor after complet ing 6 units in d ance. Minors w ishing to t a ke maj or-le vel 
te chnique cours es and/or p er for m must p ass t he Minor Te chnique S cre ening .
Students shou ld consu lt t he D ance Underg radu ate adv is or regarding ways by w hich re quirements c an b e 



STUDENT LIFE
The Cur rent Students t ab on t he CSULB D ep ar t ment of D ance website is t he home for t he on-going infor mat iona l 
ne e ds of d ance maj ors. Under Cur rent Students, you c an find information ab out Student R es ources (including 
often-ne e de d for ms, adv ice ab out He a lt hy L iv ing , info ab out our D ance Amb ass adors, and much more), Student 
Handb o oks, S chol arships, Student Ac t iv it ies, C oncer t Audit ions, and C oncer t Photos and Vide os.  For a l l t hings 
conne c te d to your life as a d ance maj or, Cur rent Students is t he pl ace to lo ok.

Performance Opportunities  and Auditions
The D ep ar t ment of D ance pres ents numerous opp or tunit ies for d ance maj ors of a l l le vels to p er for m in b ot h 
for ma l and infor ma l d ance s ett ings. Thre e to five annual main st age concer ts hig h lig ht t he D ep ar t ment and 
st r ive for t he b est in contemp orar y, t radit iona l, and exp er iment a l chore og raphy in var ious genres of d ance. In 
addit ion to d ance concer ts and showc as es, students are encourage d to volunte er to work w it h underg radu ate 
and g radu ate students on comp osit ion assig nments and sp e ci a l proj e c ts. Thes e are r ich opp or tunit ies t hat a l low 
students to p er for m, net work, and gain sk i l ls t hat aid in b eing c ast in f uture e vents. There are a ls o var ious 
opp or tunit ies e ach s emester for d ancers to p ar t icip ate in c ampus e vents t hat br ing t he D ep ar t ment of D ance to 
t he Universit y communit y, including t he student organize d D ay of t he Ar ts and S enior S eminar proj e c ts.
In addit ion, t he D ep ar t ment p ar t icip ates annu a l ly in t he ac t iv it ies of t he Amer ic an C ol lege D ance Ass o ci at ion, 
w hich le ads to p er for mances at reg iona l conferences and nat iona l fest iva ls. Wit h L ong B e ach b eing a p ar t of t he 
g re ater L os Angeles met rop olit an are a, t he cit y’s numerous resident comp anies and chore og raphers often offer 
reg iona l p er for mance opp or tunit ies to CSULB students, as wel l.

B elow is a list of t he pr imar y audit ion and p er for mance opp or tunit ies in t he D ep ar t ment:

 • CSULB D ance in C oncer t, t he Fac u lt y/Guest Ar t ist C oncer ts - A l l c ur rent d ance maj ors and minors  
 w ho have p ass e d t he MT S may audit ion for t hes e e vents. Audit ions are t ypic a l ly at t he b eg inning of  
 e ach s emester.
 • M.F.A. C oncer ts and Showc as es  - A l l c ur rent d ance maj ors and minors w ho have p ass e d t he MT S may 
 audit ion for t hes e concer ts, w hich hig h lig ht t he chore og raphy of t he c ur rent M.F.A. students.
 • B.F.A. D ance C oncer t (Var i ance) – This concer t opp or tunit y fe atures chore og raphy by BFA d ance  
 maj ors  p er for me d by BA, BA-O pt ion in D ance S cience, and d ance minor students w ho have p ass e d t he
 MT S.  C hore og raphic submissions are in mid-spr ing s emester w it h audit ions for d ancers in l ate spr ing  
 s emester.
 • C ontemp orar y D ance C oncer t - The C ontemp orar y D ance C oncer t is t he annu a l showc as e of 
 underg radu ate chore og raphy. Students w ho w ish to chore og raph may cho os e t heir ow n d ancers 
 or hold audit ions. For infor mat ion concer ning audit ioning an or ig ina l d ance for t he C ontemp orar y  
 D ance C oncer t, ple as e s e e t he p olicies b elow.
 • A.C.D.A. R eg iona l C onferences - E ach ye ar t he fac u lt y cho os es t hre e works to repres ent t he D ep ar t ment
   



C ontemp orar y D ance C oncer t Audit ions
The fol low ing p olic y applies to any underg radu ate w ho w ishes to submit a d ance for considerat ion into t he C ontemp orar y C oncer t:

•The fac u lt y encourage students to ma ke d ances repres ent ing 
t heir p ers ona l interests for t he C ontemp orar y D ance C oncer t, s o 
d ances may b e pres ente d in any st y le or genre.
•D ances audit ione d for t he C ontemp orar y D ance C oncer t may 
not b e longer t han 10 minutes.
•Student chore og raphers must have t a ken or b e c ur rent ly enrol le d 
in DANC 220 C OMPOSITION I in order to submit a pie ce for 
audit ion.
•The audit ion involves show ing chore og raphy in t wo s ep arate 
e vents: a show ing in O c tob er and t he audit ion in D e cemb er. The 
show ing is t ypic a l ly in l ate O c tob er, and work pres ente d must b e 
a minimum of 90 s e conds of wel l-crafted mater i a l. The fac u lt y 
encourages chore og raphers to pres ent mater i a l t hat indic ates t he 
intent ion and nature of t he work and t hat repres ents w het her 



Master C l ass es and Workshops
Inst r uc t iona l ly R el ate d Ac t iv it ies (IR A) f unding f rom CSULB Ass o ci ate d Students a l lows students to interac t w it h a w ide ar ray of 
d ance professiona ls in t he for m of master cl ass es, workshops, guest le c tures, and chore og raphic residen- cies. B elow is a p ar t i a l list 
of t he re cent guest ar t ists w ho en hance d t he e duc at ion of CSULB d ancers:

   Ky le Abra ham   Abra ham.in.Mot ion
   Jennifer B ack haus  B ack haus D ance
   G ene v ie ve B a ker  Ar t ist ic Dire c tor, L.A. C ontemp orar y D ance C omp any  
   L i l li an B arb eito  B o dyTraffic Dance C omp any 0 Tdft[(G)-8 (en)4 (e)-8 (v)-2.9 (ie)-8 (vn)4 (e)-ftBTft0 Tw /Span<</ActualText<FEFF000900090009>>> BDC ft12 0 0 12 36 657.914230mft[( )-2773 ( )-2773 ( )]TJftEMC ft9 0 Tdft[(G)-8 (eB)-9 lierao en5 (li)an<</ActualText<FEFF000900090009>>> BDC ft[( )2716.9 -2279TJftEMC 





Work Opportunities
There are a numb er of work opp or tunit ies for students in t he D ep ar t ment. Posit ions include assist ing in t he 
lig ht ing and costuming pro duc t ion are as, re ading p ap ers for l arge le c ture cours es, bui lding s e c ur it y, and 
usher ing and ot her f ront-of-hous e p osit ions in t he Mar t ha B. Kno eb el D ance The ater. Announcements for such 
p osit ions w i l l b e announce d to students v i a B e achb o ard and on t he Student Job B o ards in t he Student L ounge. 
Students may a ls o che ck w it h t he D ep ar t ment Office for t hes e p osit ions.



DEPARTMENT POLICIES
 A l l of t he fol low ing p olicies have b e en approve d by t he Fac u lt y of t he D ep ar t ment of D ance:

Placement Screening and Studio Technique Classes
 1.  A l l ne w students are pl ace d in desig nate d le vels of te chnique t hroug h pl acement s cre ening cl ass es held dur ing 
t he first week of t he Fa l l and Spr ing s emester. Students shou ld exp e c t to remain in e ach te chnique le vel for t wo s emesters. 
After p assing a te chnique le vel for t wo s emesters, a student w i l l automat ic a l ly move up to t he next le vel. S cre enings are 
adjudic ate d by fac u lt y memb ers, and s cre ening de cisions may not b e app e a le d.
 2. Students e ar ning a g rade of F in a te chnique cl ass did not p ass t hat cl ass and must re-t a ke te chnique at t he le vel 
at w hich t he F was e ar ne d b efore mov ing up in le vel.
 





Additional Policies for Technique Classes

Dress Code and Student Preparation for Class
Students will be punctual and ready to begin class when the professor walks into the room.  Dress codes are 



Enrolling in DANC 119/319
Students who have a legitimate course conflict that prevents them from attending the third session of a three-
day technique class may still attend the technique course two days a week with the DANC 119/319 Registration 
Petition, that includes:
• Permission from the Technique Instructor
• A copy of the student’s schedule printed from MyCSULB showing the enrolled course that causes the conflict
• Permission from the Department Chair
• A signed statement from the student stating that he/she understands the requirements for attending the course 
and receiving a grade
After the Chair approves the petition for DANC 119/319 registration, Sylvia Rodriguez-S cholz will permit the 
student into DANC 119/319. Petitions are available at Student Resources .
Cheating and Plagiarism
Cheating and plagiarism are serious academic offenses. In accordance with University Polic y, the consequence 
for cheating and plagiarism is a decision of the faculty member and may include a failing final grade for the 



Step 4—Enroll in a Production Unit in the semester the Crew Assignment takes place
Except with occasional approved exceptions, students are expected to register in the same semester they complete 
their Crew Assignment for the correct and corresponding production unit.
Freshmen: Enroll in 181A or 181B for your first Crew Assignment
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