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 When using verbs such as ‘discuss,’ ‘suggest’ or ‘explain,’ it is typically better to use the 
active voice. These verbs almost always require the presence of a speaker, so this 
information becomes important. 

 

Example 2: Passive voice preferred 
Active Voice: We used 300ml of sulfuric acid as a solvent. 

Passive Voice: 300ml of sulfuric acid was used as a solvent [by us]. 

 In scientific reports, it is common for writers to use the passive voice heavily in the methods 
section. The idea behind this is that the person carrying out the experiment should have 
nothing to do with the scientific results, so they do not need to be mentioned. 

 

Example 3: Neither preferred 
Active Voice: He stole my wallet! 

Passive Voice: My wallet was stolen [by him]! 



– take note that there might be nothing! Remember that the examples in this handout are not 
rules but trends; you might come across exceptions in your essays. As long as you pay attention 
to the purpose behind your sentences, you will become better and faster at identifying which is 
more appropriate.  
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