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Articles 
Overview: In many ways, the choice of which article to use belongs to you, the writer. Using articles correctly 
can help signal to your reader whether you are referring to something specific or something non-specific. 
 
Articles are similar to adjectives because they modify nouns. English has two articles: “the” and “a/an”. “The” 
is used to refer to specific nouns; “a/an” is for non-specific nouns. Therefore, we call “the” the definite article 
and “a/an” the indefinite article. Remember to use “a” in front of nouns that start with a consonant sound, 
and “an” in front of nouns that start with a vowel sound. 
 
Example 1 
Definite article: Let’s go see the movie. 

In this sentence, the speaker is talking about a specific movie. He or she wants to see Jurassic World, or 
the latest Avengers movie. Not just any movie. 

Indefinite article: 
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