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Misplaced, Dangling, and Squinting Modifiers
Overview:A modifier is a word or group of words that describes another word (or group of words) in a
sentence. The modifier should be placed as close as possible to the word it is describing. When a modifier is

too far from the word it is describing, the sentence becomes confusing. Here we will loo&pdced
dangling,andsquintingmodifiers and ways to fix them.

Modifiers can work as either an adjective or an adverb, describing a noun or a verb. Here are some exampl;

1. Theold chair broke and fell to thélthy floor.
2. | gave him a recorthat had a lot of scratches
3. Spinning away from the stovetop, Ramona knocked a pan to the floor

Misplaced modifiersare separated from the word they are describing, and as a result do not make logical
sense.

Example 1:
Misplaced modifier: Shooting from the toy canname could see little white pieces of paper.
¥ This sentence makes it sound like the people in the sentence are being shot out of a cannon. That
could be the case, but it is more likely that the author meant that the paper was being shot from a
cannon.
Revised versioWe could see little white pieces of padetling from the top of the Empire State Building

Example 2:
Misplaced modier: | saw the murderer had been capturedthe evening paper
% In this sentence, it sounds as though the murderer was somehow trapped inside the newspaper. It is
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¥ It is not clear what the two people mentioned in the first part of the sentence have to do with the
moon in the second part. The mdsfical relationship is that the two actions described in the
sentence are happening at the same time. We can make that relationship clear by adding a word.
Revised versio:he moon hid behind the clouds

Copyright (C) 2016All rights reserved. This handout is part of a library of instructional materials used in
California State University, Long Beach’s writing center, the Writer's Resource Lab. Educators and students
welcome to distribute copies as long as they do so with attribution to all organizations and

authors. Commercial distribution is prohibited.



	Misplaced, Dangling, and Squinting Modifiers
	Example 1:
	Example 2:
	Example 1:
	Example 2:
	Example 1:
	Example 2:


